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The Living Standards Measurement Study
The Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) was established by the World
Bank in 1980 to explore ways of improving the type and quality of household
data collected by statistical offices in developing countries. Its goal is to foster
increased use of household data as a basis for policy decisionmaking.
Specifically, the LSMS is working to develop new methods to monitor
progress in raising levels of living, to identify the consequences for
households of past and proposed government policies, and to improve
communications between survey statisticians, analysts, and policymakers.
The LSMS Working Paper series was started to disseminate intermediate
products from the LSMS. Publications in the series include critical surveys
covering different aspects of the LSMS data collection program and reports on
improved methodologies for using Living Standards Survey (LSS) data. More
recent publications recommend specific survey, questionnaire, and data
processing designs and demonstrate the breadth of policy analysis that can be
carried out using LSS data.

3

Page iii

Model Living Standards Measurement Study
Survey Questionnaire for the Countries of the
Former Soviet Union
Raylynn Oliver
LSMS Working Paper Number 130
The World Bank
Washington, D.C.

4

Page iv

Copyright © 1997
The International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development/THE WORLD BANK
1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20433, U.S.A.
All rights reserved
Manufactured in the United States of America
First printing June 1997
To present the results of the Living Standards Measurement Study with the
least possible delay, the typescript of this paper has not been prepared in
accordance with the procedures appropriate to formal printed texts, and the
World Bank accepts no responsibility for errors. Some sources cited in this
paper may be informal documents that are not readily available.
The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in this paper are
entirely those of the author(s) and should not be attributed in any manner to
the World Bank, to its affiliated organizations, or to members of its Board of
Executive Directors or the countries they represent. The World Bank does not
guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this publication and accepts no
responsibility whatsoever for any consequence of their use.
The boundaries, colors, denominations, and other information shown on any
map in this volume do not imply on the part of the World Bank Group any
judgment on the legal status of any territory or the endorsement or acceptance
of such boundaries.
The material in this publication is copyrighted. Requests for permission to
reproduce portions of it should be sent to the Office of the Publisher at the
address shown in the copyright notice above. The World Bank encourages
dissemination of its work and will normally give permission promptly and,
when the reproduction is for noncommercial purposes, without asking a fee.
Permission to copy portions for classroom use is granted through the
Copyright Clearance Center, Inc., Suite 910, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers,
Massachusetts 01923, U.S.A.
ISBN: 0-8213-3934-6
ISSN: 0253-4517
5

Raylynn Oliver is a consultant in the Poverty and Human Resources Division
of the Policy Research Department of the World Bank.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Oliver, Raylynn, 1960Model living standards measurement study survey questionnaire for
the countries of the former Soviet Union / Raylynn Oliver.
p. cm. (LSMS working paper, ISSN 0253-4517; no. 130)
ISBN 0-8213-3934-6
1. Social surveysFormer Soviet republics. 2. Cost and standard
of livingFormer Soviet republics.
3. Former Soviet republicsSocial conditions. I. Title. II. Series.
HN29.049 1997
300'.7'23dc21
97-19577
CIP

6

Page v

Contents
Foreword

vii

Abstract

ix

Acknowledgments

xi

1. Introduction

1

2. Objectives of the LSMS Surveys

2

3. Adapting the Questionnaires for a Specific Country

4

3.1 Making the Questionnaires Relevant to Policy

4

3.2 Field Testing the Questionnaires

5

4. Guidelines for Adapting the Household Questionnaire

7

4.1 Translation of the Questionnaire

7

4.2 Format of the Household Questionnaire

8

4.3 Adapting Specific Questions

9

4.4 Revising Entire Sections

9

4.5 Topic Specific Guidelines

10

Section 0. Information on the Survey and Interviewer
Instructions

10

Section 1. Household Roster

11

Section 2. Dwelling

13

Section 3. Education

14

Section 4. Health

15

Section 5. Economic Activities

17

Section 6. Migration

19

Section 7. Respondents for Round Two

19

7

Section 8. Displaced Persons and Refugees

20

Section 9. Agro-Pastoral Activities

20

Section 10. Non-farm Self-employment

21

Section 11. Expenditures and Durable Goods

21

Section 12. Food Expenditure and Consumption

21

Section 13. Childbearing

22

Section 14. Other Sources of Income

23

Section 15. Loans and Savings

23

5. Adapting the Population Point and Price Questionnaire

24

6. Conclusion

26

Appendix 1. LSMS Household Questionnaire for the Countries of
the Former Soviet Union

27

Appendix 2. LSMS Population Point Questionnaire for the
Countries of the Former Soviet Union

8

107

Page vii

Foreword
The Poverty and Human Resources Division of the Policy Research
Department (PRDPH) of the World Bank is making a concerted effort to
disseminate the lessons of the first ten years of Living Standard Measurement
Study (LSMS) survey field experience, so that the growing number of surveys
with similar purposes can learn from them. The need to measure poverty and
guide policy during the economic transition has created demand for LSMS
surveys in the newly independent states of the former Soviet Union. However,
working from existing materials has been difficult because questionnaires
were not available in Russian and because questionnaires from other regions
reflected situations that were not applicable in the former Soviet Union. To
facilitate the use of LSMS surveys in the countries of the former Soviet
Union, PRDPH developed household, community and price questionnaires
that reflect the basic institutions and policy concerns of the countries of the
former Soviet Union. These questionnaires have been translated into Russian.
This represents an important starting point for conducting an LSMS survey.
However, the basic questionnaires will have to be tailored for any specific
country. This document presents the questionnaires and describes the process
required to adapt the questionnaires to local conditions.

LYN SQUIRE, DIRECTOR
POLICY RESEARCH DEPARTMENT
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Abstract
This document presents a set of Living Standard Measurement Study
questionnaires that have been developed for use in the Russian-speaking
countries of the former Soviet Union. These questionnaires are available in
English and in Russian. They are also available in electronic form.
This document also describes in detail the procedure that should be followed
to modify the questionnaires for use in any specific country. Without careful
tailoring, the questionnaires will be frustrating for interviewers and
respondents. More importantly, if existing policies, policy concerns, and
institutions are not taken into consideration, the survey data will not be
sufficient to address the questions for which the survey is undertaken in the
first place. To guide the questionnaire writer through the modification
process, this document describes the important aspects of LSMS surveys,
general modifications that will be required, translation and field testing
procedures, and finally a section by section description of the type of
modifications that are likely to be required to suit goals and circumstances.
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1
Introduction
Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) surveys were developed by the
World Bank to provide the data necessary to evaluate policies that affect the
living standards of the population. For this purpose the questionnaires aim to
collect the data necessary to measure all major aspects of economic wellbeing at the level of the household and the population point.1
LSMS surveys have been conducted in nearly thirty countries in the course of
the last 10 years. Data from LSMS surveys have been used to measure the
extent of poverty, analyze labor market conditions and wage determinants,
estimate the impact of schooling on birth rate and child health, evaluate the
demand for health care and many other topics of relevance to government
Ministries.
Since the break-up of the Soviet Union, there has been increasing interest in
conducting LSMS surveys in the newly independent Republics in order to
measure the impact of transition of the various groups of the population. The
results of an LSMS survey can also provide useful assistance in the
development of the policies to help protect the most vulnerable people.
Russian Language Living Standard Measurement Study Questionnaires have
been developed to assist in the implementation of these surveys in the
Russian-speaking countries of the former Soviet Union. These questionnaires
follow the basic pattern of other LSMS questionnaires but have been
substantially altered in order to reflect the living conditions and government
policy concerns faced by most of the countries in the region. The English
language translation of the LSMS questionnaires for household and
population points in the Russian-speaking countries are included in
Appendices 1 and 2. The electronic versions of the questionnaires are
available in Wordperfect 5.1 for DOS for those seeking to develop new
questionnaires.2
The Soviet Union covered an immense expanse of land and contained a wide
diversity of cultures. Because of this diversity, it is not likely that the
questionnaire as it is will be ideal for each of the countries of the former
Soviet Union. Therefore, further refinements and adaptation will be necessary
12

in most cases to make the questionnaires appropriate for use in the field.
These questionnaires are therefore designed as a starting point and this
document describes the method for further country-specific refinement of the
questionnaires.
In this document, Section 2 describes in more detail the objectives of LSMS
surveys. A clear understanding of these objectives will guide the adaptation of
the questionnaires to local conditions. Section 3 describes broadly the process
of adapting the questionnaires. Section 4 provides general and specific
guidelines for adapting the household questionnaire. Section 5 presents
guidelines for adapting the population point and price questionnaires. Section
6 concludes.
1Population point is the term used in the countries of the Soviet Union that
means village, village of the town type, or town.
2For electronic files contact LSMS, PRDPH, World Bank, Washington, DC 20433,
USA; by electronic mail lsms@worldbank.org; or fax 2025221153.
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2
Objectives of the LSMS Surveys
The primary objective of the LSMS surveys is to obtain a date base for policy
analysis. Because of this, LSMS surveys differ from most single purpose
surveys. LSMS surveys gather data on all of the components of the standard
of living. For example, a health survey may include a large number of
questions on type of illness, symptoms, care received, time and money spent
for each illness, but only a few questions regarding household characteristics.
In order to conduct policy-relevant research, measures are needed of
household income, labor market status, educational attainment, household
expenditure on things other than health.
From the objective of gathering the information necessary to conduct policy
analysis we derive most of the guidelines and constraints that must be
considered when adapting the questionnaires for use in a specific country.
When adapting the survey, it is important to keep in mind that although the
LSMS questionnaire collects information on health and medical care, it is not
a health survey. Similarly, it collects information on agriculture but it is not an
agriculture survey. A health survey or an agricultural survey would collect
much more detailed information on health or agriculture than the LSMS does.
It is not possible to collect information on all major aspects of living in the
same detail that would be used in a single purpose survey.
Another characteristic of the LSMS surveys is the emphasis that is placed on
reducing non-sampling error. This is reflected in the sample design and in the
organization of the field work. Many features of the design of the
questionnaires are also intended to minimize non-sampling error. For
instance, the questionnaires are almost entirely pre-coded. Interviewers enter
the codes onto the questionnaire and data entry operators enter the responses
directly from the questionnaire. Another feature is the grids used for
collecting individual data that increase the likelihood that all of the
information stays together.3
There are 16 sections in the household questionnaire:4
0. Survey Information and Interviewer Instructions
1. Roster of the members of the household
14

2. Housing conditions
3. Education
4. Health
5. Economic Activities
3All aspects of the LSMS surveys and questionnaires are explained in Grosh,
Margaret E. and Juan Munoz, 1996, A Manual for Planning and Implementing
LSMS Surveys, Living Standard Measurement Study Working Paper No. 126,
World Bank, Washington D.C.
4There is not a single definition of household. In this questionnaire, the interviewer
is instructed to list all individuals who normally live, eat their meals together and
share expenses in the dwelling regardless of whether or not the individual was
present in the household the day before. Household members include the
household head, children born in the last three months, individuals married into the
household in the last three months, and other individuals who were absent for
fewer than nine months of the last twelve. Servants and paying lodgers and their
families form a separate household and should be interviewed separately.
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6. Migration
7. Selection of respondents for Round 2
8. Refugees and displaced persons
9. Agricultural Activities
10. Self-employment
11. Expenditures and Durable Goods
12. Food Expenditure and Consumption
13. Childbearing
14. Other Income
15. Credit and Savings
For sections 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6, information is collected for each individual in
the household, or for all the individuals of a certain age. For example, the
section on schooling is only to be completed for household members over the
age of 7. When information is collected for individuals, a grid is used so that
all of the information for one household is contained in the same
questionnaire page. This eliminates the possibility of the loss of the
questionnaires for one or more individuals in the household. The grid format
also facilitates the data entry process. In other sections, where the response to
a question will be the same for each member of the household, the questions
are asked only once, for example section 2 on housing. The grid format is also
used in sections 8 through 15. Though, in these sections the unit of
observation is not an individual member of the household but a type of crop
in section 9 or a type of food in section 11. In some sections, the grid is used
for individuals, but not for household members; these include section 1C
(children living elsewhere), section 11E (remittances), section 13 (fertility)
and section 14A (income from relatives and private persons).
Information on the town or village in which the household is located is also
collected because the level of services and other conditions in the vicinity can
have an important impact on the quality of life for the residents. There are 8
sections in the population point questionnaire:
1. Demographic Information
16

2. Infrastructure
3. Economy
4. Refugees and Displaced Persons
5. Education
6. Health
7. Agriculture
8. Institutions
9. Prices
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3
Adapting the Questionnaires for a Specific Country
The adaptation of a questionnaire involves much more than the translation of
the questionnaire into the local language and the addition of country-specific
response categories. In order for the questionnaire to provide information that
can be used to address the important policy concerns in a particular country at
a particular time, the questionnaire must be adapted for use in consultation
with a broad range of policy makers. These consultations can serve two
purposes. The first is to ensure that the correct data are collected in the
survey. The second is to familiarize potential users of the data and the
analysis of the type of information that will be collected and of its potential
uses.
The second stage of the adaptation of the survey instruments for use in a
specific country involves a thorough field test of all questionnaires.
Questionnaires must be tested in enough households and communities to be
sure that the desired information can be collected in a variety of
circumstances.
In most of the countries of the former Soviet Union, adaptation of the Living
Standard Measurement Survey will also require that all questionnaires be
translated into one or more national languages spoken by the population of
that country. Preparing the questionnaire in a second language will often
require modifications in the original questionnaire.5
3.1 Making the Questionnaires Relevant to Policy
To successfully adapt the LSMS questionnaires and ensure that the data will
be able to support policy-relevant analysis, it is necessary to consult with
government officials, policy advisors and others who are involved in
designing and evaluating policies. Each section of the questionnaire must
accurately reflect the structure of local institutions, programs and policies.
Each section must also contain the questions necessary to gather the data
required to analyze the usefulness and effectiveness of those institutions,
programs and policies.
For example, if increasing employment is an important objective of the
18

government and one of the policies that has been implemented to achieve that
goal is the provision of job training courses then the questionnaire writer will
need to know: what types of courses were offered, who was eligible to
participate, where were these courses offered, what subjects were offered and
if the participants were required to pay for the courses or accept certain jobs,
or fulfill other obligations to participate in the training. If there was a fee for
the courses then the policy makers are likely to want to know if that fee was
an obstacle that prevented eligible individuals who would have benefitted
from the course from taking it. On the other hand, policy makers may be most
interested to know if eligible individuals were aware that the course was
available. Knowledge of all aspects of the program will allow the
questionnaire writers to define properly the questions that need to be included
and will guide the list of coded responses to be provided.
5For example, in the Russian there is no one single word for Mother-in-law.
There are separate words for a man's mother-in-law and a woman's mother-inlaw. If an important social distinction corresponds to the language distinction,
then questionnaires in both languages should include the two relations as
separate categories. Similar problems arose in the categorization of foods in the
consumption module.
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The formation of a base of data for policy formulation and evaluation is the
main goal of the LSMS and so the questionnaires should first of all focus on
the effects of existing policies that have an impact on living standards.
Questions measuring the use of government services or the benefits received
by the households from such programs should appear throughout the
questionnaires. Answers to these questions allow the policy analyst to
determine the extent of benefit provided by these programs and also to
determine which households would be most affected by a change in the
program.
The questionnaires should also gather data on household expenditures on all
types of government, public and private services. Answers to these questions
can be used to analyze government pricing policies, consumers' willingness to
pay, and possible alternative financing mechanisms.
Even the content of sections that do not seem to be directly related to any
specific policy must be developed to address policy concerns. For example, in
order to measure household consumption, all items must be aggregated into a
relatively small set of commodity groups. To some extent, logic and current
consumption indicate how commodities should be grouped. However, from a
policy point of view it is important to distinguish between taxed and nontaxed items, between imported and domestic items, and between items sold at
government-controlled prices and those sold at market-determined prices. The
division of items among groups will vary from country to country. For
example bread prices are still subject to government support in several of the
countries of the former Soviet Union.
Finally, the data gathered by an LSMS survey can help policy makers to
identify geographical regions of the country or types of households that will
be the target of new policies. This will only occur, however, if there are
extensive talks regarding both the current policies and policies under
consideration between the questionnaire writers and the policy makers.
3.2 Field Testing the Questionnaires
After the questionnaires have been adapted to reflect local policy
considerations, they must be tested in the field on actual households and
population points. A team of experienced interviewers and the writers of the
questionnaires go into the field to ask all or part of the questionnaires to as
many as a hundred households of different types and in different parts of the
20

